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prevailing education is willy nilly put to wrong use, i.e., it is
looked upon as a means of earning money and position.
The ancient aphorism,' Education is that which liberates',
is as true today as it was before. Education here does not mean
mere spiritual knowledge nor does liberation signify only spiri-
tual liberation after death. Knowledge includes all training that
is useful for the service of mankind and liberation means free-
dom from all manner of servitude even in the present life, Servi-
tude is of two kinds: slavery to domination from outside and
to one's own artificial needs. The knowledge acquired in the
pursuit of this ideal alone constitutes true study.
Realizing that a form of education devised by foreign rulers
could only be calculated to subserve their interests, the Con-
gress accepted in 1920, among other things, the principle of the
boycott of all Governmental educational institutions. But that
era seems to be over. The demand for entrance to Government
institutions and those imparting education on similar lines is
increasing faster than the number of such schools and colleges.
The ranks of examinees are ever swelling. In spite of this
hypnotic spell, however, I,hold that true education is what I
have defined.,
A student who is superficially attracted by the educational
ideal set forth by me and leaves his studies is liable to repent
of his action later. I have, therefore, suggested a safer course.
While continuing'his studies in the institution which he has
joined he should ever keep before him the ideal of service set
forth by me and use his studies with a view to serve that ideal,
never, for making money. Moreover, he should try to'make
up the lack in the present education by application of his leisure
hours to the ideal. He will, therefore, avail himself to the ut-
most of whatever opportunity offers for taking part ?n
structive programme.
Harijan, 10-3-1946,